
Brotherhood of Carpenters and 

Joiners and a cofounder of the 

American Federation of Labor, was 

first in suggesting a day to honor 

those “who from rude nature have 

delved and carved all the grandeur 

we behold.” 

But Peter McGuire’s place in Labor 

Day history has not gone unchal-

lenged.  Many believe that Matthew 

Maquire, not Peter McGuire, found-

ed the holiday.  Recent research 

seems to support the contention 

that Matthew Maguire proposed 

the holiday in 1882 while serving as 

a secretary of the Central Labor 

Union in New York.  What is clear is 

that the Central Labor Union adopt-

ed a Labor Day proposal and ap-

pointed a committee to plan a 

demonstration and picnic. 

Labor Day, the first Monday in Sep-

tember, is a creation of the labor 

movement and is dedicated to the 

social and economic achievements 

of American workers.  It constitutes 

a yearly national tribute to the con-

tributions workers have made to the 

strength, prosperity, and well being 

of our country. 

Through the years the nation gave 

increasing emphasis to Labor Day.  

The first governmental recognition 

came through municipal ordinances 

passed during 1885 and 1886.  From 

these, a movement developed to 

secure state legislation.  The first 

state bill was introduced into the 

New York legislature, but the first to 

become law was passed by Oregon 

on February 21, 1887.  During the 

year four more states created the 

Labor Day holiday by legislative 

enactment.  By 1894, 23 other 

states had adopted the holiday in 

honor of workers, and on June 28 of 

that year, Congress passed an act 

making the first Monday in Septem-

ber of each year a legal holiday in 

the District of Columbia and the 

territories. 

More than 100 years after the first 

Labor Day observance, there is still 

some doubt as to who first pro-

posed the holiday for workers.  

Some records show that Peter J. 

McGuire, general secretary of the 

 

World Alzheimer’s Day, September 21s of 

each year, is a day on which Alzheimer’s or-

ganizations around the world concentrate 

their efforts on raising awareness about Alz-

heimer’s and dementia.  Alzheimer’s disease 

is the most common form of dementia, a 

group of disorders that impairs mental func-

tioning.  Every 68 seconds, someone develops 

Alzheimer’s disease.  At current rates, experts 

believe the number of Americans living with Alzhei-

mer's will quadruple to as many at 16 million by the 

year 2050.  Alzheimer’s disease is often called a 

family disease, because the chronic stress of watch-

ing a loved on slowly decline affects everyone.  5.4 

million Americans are living with Alzheimer’s.  Alzhei-

mer’s disease is the sixth leading cause of death in 

the United States and the only cause of death 

amount the top 10 in the United States that cannot 

be prevented, cured or even slowed.  With the in-

creases in life spans and baby boom-

ers coming of age, support for Alzhei-

mer’s research is more critical to our 

families than ever. 

 

Please join us on Thursday, September 

21, 2017 at 10:30 AM as we release 

balloons in honor of those who are 

suffering with Alzheimer's. 
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The activities department is also accepting 

donations of books, current magazines, 

DVDs, board games (complete with all  

pieces), cards, scrapbooking items, acrylic 

paint, radios/MP3 players, make up,    

crayons, markers, and fake flowers. 

 

Please contact Jennifer Turner, Activities 

Director, if you are interested in becoming 

a Richwood volunteer or donating items at 

(502) 222-3186 

The activities department is looking for 

volunteers!  We are looking for volunteers 

14 and over that can volunteer during the 

week and on weekends.  All volunteers 

must go through a quick orientation and TB 

skin test.  18 and over must have a back-

ground check. 

Here are some things volunteers can do: 

Invite for activities 
Visits with residents 

Lead activities 
Scan paperwork 

Deliveries 
And much more! 

 

 

Staff Spotlight 
This month the spotlight is on Becky Pearson, Activity Assistant.  Some might know her as Boo.  Her hard work, dedication, and team player mentality are 

some of the many reasons she is one of our most beloved employees!  Here are a few things about Becky “Boo”.  

How long have you been at Richwood? 

Almost 3 years 

What is your job title? 

Activity Assistant/Medical Records.  But I have worked in Central  

Supply and Reception.  I also volunteered when I was 10 years old until I got hired. 

What would you say is the most rewarding part of your job? 

At the end of the day, when the resident is happy. 

Tell us about your life outside of work. 

I’m a mommy.  I love taking my kid to the park. I love food especially tacos and cheese.   

I’m addicted to hair and make-up. 

If you could go anywhere in the world, where would it be?  

Hawaii 

In the past 5 years, what is the most important thing you have learned?  

I’ve learned you are not promised every day.  So live each day to the fullest. 

Fast Facts about Becky 

“Boo” 

Favorite Vacation Spot:   

Panama City Beach 

Favorite Movie:  Fate of the 

Furious 

TV show I’m afraid to admit 

that I love:  Special Agent Oso 

Favorite Color:  Black 

Phobia:  Spiders 


