
Resident Spotlight 

Meet this month’s Resident Spotlight star, Mary Lou Sherer.  She is            
Richwood’s Resident Council President and Activity Volunteer.  She delivers 
the mail, passes out Bingo cards, assists others during Bingo, and sharpens      
coloring pencils. 

 

Mary Lou was born to Hilda on April 12, 1927 in Spartanburg, South Carolina.  
Her mom worked at the postal telegraph and Mary Lou’s grandma watched 
her while Hilda was at work.  Mary Lou’s grandma is her favorite childhood 
memory.  She remembers how big her heart was.  Mary Lou said, “She loved 
everyone…. Especially me!”  Mary Lou left Spartanburg at the age of 14 and 

moved to Michigan. 

 

Mary Lou went to Melvindale High School and graduated in 1945.  During her Sophomore and 
Junior year she worked at Kroger as a cashier.  She worked weekdays 1-6 PM and Saturdays 9-
6PM.  They were closed on Sundays.  She has worked many different jobs…. babysitting, grocery 
store bakery, waitress, kitchen, Frisch’s cook, and truck stop cook to name a few. 

 

In 1949, Mary Lou’s life changed.  Her best friend Ruth and her husband Guido set Mary Lou up on 
a blind date with Lee Sherer.  (Mary Lou remembers that Guido was a 6’5” Italian salt mine worker 
and Ruth was 5’1”.)  Ruth and Guido invited them to their house for a spaghetti dinner.  Mary Lou 
was with him from then on.  They were married 6 months later, on September 19, 1949.  They 
moved to Lima, Ohio after they were married.  Together, they raised 5 beautiful children.  She had 
1 boy and 4 girls.  Sadly, 1 daughter passed away.  Her son Jim and daughter Sharon still live in 
Lima, Ohio.  Her daughter Sandy lives in Shelbyville and her daughter Anita lives in Louisville.  
When Mary Lou’s husband Lee passed away in 2000, she moved here to LaGrange. 

 

Mary Lou travelled to Gatlinburg, Tennessee before it was finished.  She said, “This was our first 
real vacation.  There wasn’t much there.  Ober Gatlinburg wasn’t finished at the top.  They would 
take you up there to look around and come back down.  There was a place that the restaurant was 
going to be.  That was it.” 

 

Her favorite hobby is reading.  And whenever you pass by her room, that is exactly what she is 
doing. 

 

When asked to give the younger generation some words of wisdom this is what she had to say, 
“Read the Bible and know that everything in it is true.” 

 

Thank you Mary Lou for sharing your life with us and being a part of our Richwood family! 



 

 

 

Our annual Thanksgiving Dinner will be on November 

16th, 11:30—1:30 PM.  Invitations have been sent out in 

the mail.  Be sure to RSVP by November 13th.  Please 

allow only 2 guests per resident. 

Born with Down syndrome, 25-year-
old David DeSanctis is very bright, 
communicative, and aware of his 
disability. A Ballard High School al-
um, a graduate of the University of 
Louisville/Jefferson County Public 
Schools P.A.C.T. program (Providing 
Access to Community Transition), 

and Jefferson Community and Technical College 
program, College Connections. He is active with 
Down Syndrome of Louisville, Special Olympics, 
Louisville Adaptive Rowing, Angels in Disguise, 
and Best Buddies. 

  

David had the opportunity of a lifetime to gener-
ate awareness and understanding when he was 
cast as “Produce,” a lead role in the movie, Where 
Hope Grows. Released in 2014, the film focuses on 
what it means to belong. Produce and the other 
leading character, Calvin, develop a friendship 
that gives Calvin’s life new meaning and purpose. 
Through the long hours on the set, David learned 
a lot while teaching those around him about toler-
ance, friendship, and acceptance. 

  

David became interested in acting and broadcast 
journalism in high school. When the producer of 
Where Hope Grows came to Louisville, people from 
several organizations suggested he meet David. 
David did the rest, competing against well-
established and experienced actors, landing the 
role, thanks to his hard work and passion. He 
learned lines quickly and adjusted to grueling 
hours, and it all paid off. When you watch the 
movie, David isn't David – he's Produce. He 
brought the character to life in a way that only he 
could have. David has approached post-
production and marketing responsibilities with 
the same work ethic and passion, using his oppor-
tunity of a lifetime to help others. 

  

Since the movie release, David has traveled exten-
sively to speak to groups and fans about his expe-
rience with the movie as well as bigger topics like 
friendship, achievement, and acceptance. What 
started out as a personal dream for David has 
turned into something much bigger as he contin-
ues to help create communities where everyone is 
appreciated. 

 

Please join us on November 20th at 2:00 PM for 
David’s inspirational speech “Be Inspired, Be help-
ful, Be Joyful.” 

Thanksgiving Dinner 

Get a head start on your holiday shopping!   

 

We are pleased to hold our first Holiday Bazaar here at Rich-

wood Nursing & Rehab!  We have vendors from Paparazzi 

Jewelry, Scentsy, Origami Owl, The Pearl Sisters, and much 

more. 

November 10, 2017 

11—4 PM 

Congratulations to 

Peggy Shuster! 


